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to know what should be done with the particular convicted man. My idea is to 
put technical things into the hands of technical men, and a jury should have 
nothing to say concerning the length of imprisonment any more than the 
judge should have anything to say about it. The prisoner should be sent after 
conviction to an institution and there examined and sent to a criminal insane 
asylum or to the asylum for idiots or imbeciles, or to prison, and there 
watched in his progress or regress. The board of parole should have authority, 
upon all the evidence of the career of the prisoner previous and subsequent to 
conviction, to decide what should be done with the man. I am not at present 
advocating an absolutely indeterminate sentence; but under the present law, 
which provides for a partially indeterminate sentence, I should give the power 
to the board of parole to decide to keep the prisoner in for the maximum limit 
or less. I should leave it to the board of parole to say whether a convict 
should be put to death or be sent to life imprisonment. — R. F. 

A bill to establish a bureau for the study of the criminal, pauper, and 
defective classes.-In the Senate of the United States Mr. Robinson introduced 
the following bill on March 10, 1916. It was read twice and referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. It is known as S.. 4990: Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That there shall be established in the Department of Justice 
a bureau for the study of the abnormal classes, and the work shall include both 
laboratory investigations and the collection of sociological and pathological 
data, especially such as may be found in institutions for the criminal, pauper, 
and defective classes. Said bureau and work shall be in charge of a director, 
who shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, and shall receive a salary of $3,000 per annum. He shall make 
a report once a year, directed to the attorney general, which, with the approval 
of that officer, shall be published. For the aid of the director there shall be 
one psychologist at $2,000 per annum, one translator at $1,400 per annum, two 
clerks at $1,200 each, and one stenographer and typewriter at $1,000. 

Sec. 2. That the director, if necessary for the proper discharge of his 
duties, may place himself in communication with state and municipal and other 
officials of this and other countries. 

Sec. 3. That for the proper equipment of and carrying on the work of 
said bureau, the temporary employment of specialists, and the purchase of instru- 
ments of precision, books and periodicals, and rental of rooms, if necessary, 
there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be required. — R. H. G. 

Speedy Determination of Appeals in San Francisco. — In November, 
1914, Mr. Presiding Justice Lennon and Justices Kerrigan and Richards 
of the District Court of Appeal for the First District, at San Francisco, 
formulated a plan to facilitate the disposal of business in that tribunal. 
The system adopted by them included the examination of the records on 
appeal and briefs in each case before placing causes on the calendar for 
oral argument, and, when the nature of the case permitted, rendering a 
decision from the bench at the conclusion of the argument, the transcribed 
notes of the official reporter becoming the written opinion of the court. 

The result of innovations is always interesting, and particularly where 
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the innovation concerns so important a function as the adjudication of 
appealed cases. "The Docket" for November, 191,5, contains an article 
entitled "Output of the Court for 1914," which, in addition to an instruc- 
tive comment upon the methods employed and required by law for the 
transaction of the business of courts of last resort, contains a tabulated 
statement, made up from an actual count of 100 opinions, of the work 
done by the Supreme Court and Appellate Courts of California and other 
states. This statement credits the Supreme Court of California for the 
year 1914 with the decision of 312 cases involving written opinions — making 
an average of 45 such cases for each of the seven judges composing that 
court. The District Courts of Appeal of California, considered as one 
court, are credited with the rendition of 441 decisions involving written 
opinions during the year mentioned — an average of 49 for each of the nine 
judges composing those three courts. 

This summation of the work done by the Supreme and Appellate 
Courts of California suggested to "The Recorder" the thought that it 
might be interesting to know if there had been any material acceleration 
in the rate of decision of causes under the system adopted for the District 
Court of Appeals for the First District by Presiding Justice Lennon and 
his associates, Justices Kerrigan and Richards, in November, 1914, outlined 
above. 

The suggestion prompted an investigation of the records of that court, 
which disclosed that during a period of approximately thirteen months, 
from November 4, 1914, to December 2, 1915, the court under the new 
system considered and disposed of 216 cases with opinions — an average for 
each of the judges of the court during the time stated of 72 written opinions. 
Fifty-five of these cases were originally appealed to the Supreme Court 
and by that court assigned to the District Court of Appeal for the First 
District for decision. In addition to the 216 cases involving written 
opinions that court disposed of 73 matters involving applications for 
various writs and motions to dismiss appeals. 

During this period the court held three examinations, written and oral, 
for admission to the bar, at which a total of 222 persons were examined, 
and granted 76 applications for admission upon motion and the presenta- 
tion of a license from sister states. Ninety-one students from the several 
universities and law schools of the state were at various times admitted 
to the bar upon presentation of their diplomas. 

Incidentally it should be stated that this court during the last four 
years has raised the standard applied to law students examined by it; that 
it has required both a written and oral examination, and has facilitated 
the latter by conducting different branches of it concurrently, each of the 
three justices examining the applicants upon subjects designated by the 
presiding justice. 

Notwithstanding this amount of work, each of the justices was enabled 
to secure a reasonable vacation. 

Summed up the work of the court for the twelve months last past may 
be stated as follows: 
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Number of cases decided with opinions 216 

Including: 

Civil cases affirmed 111 

Civil cases reversed 41 

Criminal cases affirmed 33 

Criminal cases reversed 9 

Judgments modified 2 

Writs denied IS 

Writs granted 5 

Number of proceedings heard and disposed of from the bench 73 

Including: 

Appeals dismissed 25 

Motions to dismiss denied 5 

Writs denied 38 

Writs granted 3 

Judgments affirmed by stipulation 2 

Total matters heard and disposed of 289 

Number of applicants for examination 222 

Total of attorneys admitted 298 

Including: 

Admitted upon examination 131 

On license from other states 76 

From Leland Stanford Jr. University 27 

University of California. 19 

Hastings College of the Law 17 

University of Santa Clara 3 

University of St. Ignatius 8 

San Francisco Law School 14 

Y. M. C. A. Law School 3 

A rule of the court requires that not less than four calendars shall be 
called in a year; but from November, 1914, to November, 1915, the court 
called seven calendars of 30 cases each. Mr. Presiding Justice Lennon has 
recently announced that during the year 1916 the court will endeavor to 
call at least eight calendars of 36 cases each, a total of 288 cases, or 
approximately 96 opinions for each judge, or, in other words, practically a 
case for every business day in the year. And this will be in addition to 
the regular monthly law and motion calendar, and the examination of 
applicants for admission to the bar that the court is required by law to 
hold. — From The Recorder, San Francisco, December 18, 191 5. 

Prison Reorganization in Massachusetts. — Representative B. Loring 
Young, of Weston, former member of the Parole Board, and a first-year 
member representing the Thirteenth Middlesex District, has won distinguished 
honors through the passage of the bill, House No. 2183, entitled "An act to 
reorganize the Board of Prison Commissioners and Board of Parole, and to 
establish the Massachusetts Bureau of Prisons," which was passed recently in 
the House and Senate, and has now been sent to Governor McCall. There 
is no doubt he will approve it. 



